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NPS Showcases Cutting-Edge Research for Navy Leadership 
Tuesday, January 23, 2007
By Barbara Honegger, Senior Military Affairs Journalist
Seventy Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) student-faculty teams manned poster stations and discussed
their thesis projects with senior Navy leaders at a special NPS Research Showcase in the Barbara McNitt
Ballroom, Jan. 19. 
The NPS Office of Research and Sponsored Projects coordinated the event with the Center for Executive
Education (CEE) to give Navy captains and high-level Department of Navy civilians an opportunity to
explore the broad spectrum and rich depth of NPS research in support of Navy programs.  The military
and civilian leaders were at the nation’s premier security university to attend CEE’s two-week Navy
Corporate Business Course.
“This is the second research showcase we’ve coordinated – the first was last August – with CEE
executive courses, and they’ve been so successful, we plan to do many more,” said the Office of
Research Director Danielle Kuska, who hosted the event. 
“These research showcases have become one of the hallmarks of our executive courses,” said CEE
Director Ronald Franklin.  “The senior officers and GS-15s who are here represent all the warfare areas
of the operational Navy including, engineers and technicians from the systems  centers that design the
Navy’s ships, aircraft and  submarines.  This is the perfect opportunity for them to learn what we do in
support of strategic Navy initiatives.” 
“The vision for these showcases came from then Dean of Research Leonard Ferrari, now NPS’ acting
president and provost,” said Executive Learning Officer retired Vice Adm. Phil Quast, who sponsored the
CEE executive course.  “Their main goal is to open the eyes of our  current and future Navy leadership to
all the research NPS does in direct support of the operational Navy, and make them aware of the high
value of what can be done with a relatively small investment  in faculty-guided student thesis projects. 
“When we held the first showcase in
August, for flag officers, we had a lot
of positive response,” Quast said.
 “Many came back and said, ‘I didn’t
know this kind of research was going
on at NPS,’ and wanted to know
more, which was exactly the goal.” 
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more, which was exactly the goal.” 
Former Chief of Naval Personnel
retired Vice Adm. Dan Oliver, who
was at NPS for a meeting with
Ferrari, attended the event.   
“The importance of research to
graduate education is unequivocal,
so it’s very important to get this kind
of visibility to Navy leadership for the
breadth of research going on here at
NPS,” Oliver said. 
Oliver was briefed at the showcase by Lt. Suzanne Schang and Air Force Capt. Coleen Foust on the
university’s Graduate School of Business and Public Policy’s Master of Business Administration
(MBA)/Financial Management Conrad Seminars, which both are now attending. 
“This showcase is important for high-ranking officers visiting the school, not only to see what we’re
researching, but to see what NPS faculty and students are capable of doing,” said Foust. 
“It’s a truly symbiotic resource,” added Schang.  “Many of the commands and activities they represent are
already sponsoring research projects at NPS, some of them in the showcase, and it’s a great tool to
reach out to potential sponsors to show them what they’ll want to support in the future as well.”  
The Chief of Naval Operations addressed the CEE executive course participants earlier in the day via a
video teleconference.  
“The CNO reinforced the urgency for this leadership to be aware of the cost of doing Navy business and
adopt best practices from the corporate world, because it’s the only way we’ll be able to afford the Navy
of the future,” said Franklin.  “That’s why we’ve reached 200 captains and GS-15s with our Navy
Corporate Business Courses and one hundred 0-7s and senior executive service civilians with our flag
course, and made sure they have a chance to get more detailed information on examples of best
corporate practices being applied to military missions at these events.” 
Examples of student-faculty thesis projects showcased in the poster session were “Thorium Ship Power,”
“Free Electron Lasers”, “Networked Unmanned Aerial Systems,” “Homeland Defense and Security
Research,” “Joint Fires 2020,” “Maritime Domain Awareness,” “Configurable Fault-Tolerant Processor for
Space Applications,” “Radar Weather Processing,” “Bifocal Relay Mirror Spacecraft,” and “Business Case
Analysis of a Joint and Advanced Concept Technology Demonstration.”     
For more information on NPS research projects and programs, go to
http://www.nps.edu/Research/index.html.  For a CD of the faculty and student research projects
showcased at the event, contact Kuska at (831) 656-2099, dkuska@nps.edu.
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